vii]            FOUNDATION TO REVELATION.             187

t

is ultimately, according to a strict interpretation of
the deed, to be based on natural reason.

I confess I found the task, as thus restricted,
one of great difficulty, or to speak more frankly
one lying beyond my powers. It is true I have
thought a good deal about various theological
questions; but believing as I do that a revelation
has been made by God to man, I naturally leaned
upon that, examining of course what was supposed
to have been taught by revelation by the exercise
of natural reason, but not rejecting a proposition
which appeared to be contained in what was held
to have been revealed merely because it could not
be established by reason alone, that is without
borrowing from revelation more than the suggestion
of its p'ossible truth.

It seems hardly fair to revelation freely to make
use of suggestions coming from that source, and
then give to reason, in case the suggested pro-
positions should be established thereby, all the
credit for the establishment. If this, however,
were all it would not much matter ; for truth
should be our object however it might be arrived
at, and the source of the suggestion would com-
monly be well known even if not explicitly stated.
But a far more serious hindrance to success
attends the proposal as thus strictly interpreted.
If we suppose that the knowledge of certain truths